
Yeh, usually theytd get. r ight up t,here. This man was very
patient and he was just wait ing his t,urn. r don'L think anybody
asked him what was wrong. He managed to geL carred- And t.hen
things began t.o get even more inceiesting.disease wise during
the t ime we were at t ,he school because that was the t ime we
started t.o geL bubonic plague.and t,hat was when we started to
get cholera for t.he f irst t ime. Before bhat,, Ehe highlands had
been pretty much exempt from both of those. But the plagn:e,
especial ly, I  t ,hink, came abouE because,.of t ,he Lransport of r: ice
by air. Before then, i f  any r ice moved. from one plaLe to
another it came by truck and the sick rat that had Lhe plague
carrying f leas on them would die before they got up Ehere. They
wouldn't make it  up to the highlands. But with the transporL by
air ' they seemed to br ing them with them. We started gett ing
bubonic plagiue anC it became a real problem. And, l ike I sald,
cholera came. Didntt .  last  tco long, maybe a year of  cholera
where it ,  was really bad. And t.hat seemed to be pretty much over'
with fort.unaLely. And of course, always the wounded Lo seme
extent. .  And of  course in i_9--  le, t  me think,  was i t  t '72 thal :
they took everything except the ground itself .  And t,hat. was
when we were evacuateC. The B:ishop wanted us Eo get out . l le
didn't want any westerners there. He stayed and ihe French
Priest,s and nuns stayed. But he said snould he have any
Amerj-cans there we expected the town to be taken too, a-nrl he
thought this would put the local. people more at r j-sk and pr11; the
French and Viecnamese rnore aL ri-sk i f  we were there. So he r.o1o
us to Leave. AnC we did. That was l-.he t ime -- by then _I had
my two l i t t le boys. And evacuat ing Kontum, I '11 never f  orgei : .
we were suppose to go out on a prane that was coming in anrJ we
were being shelled almost continuously -- the whole town. An<1.
unfortunat.ely that plane was so mobbed by Vietnarnese that nobod.y
could get on it .  And it  didn't even stay down on t.he ground
long enough to pick anyone up. so r^re missed that. so t.hen the
mil i t .ary advisory group said that. they would have [s] iconr.orcr
an. inn €rn- * . ,* I - l^ ' ; ; ; :  ; : : - -  : ; - ' ; - " : - - : '^  

^; : ; : . -^ ' : : :  
' i : : ' "

y(Jr-lry rruur. rr-r l le to t ime down as far as Pleiku and t.hey'd get us
out on those. So we wenL over to the mil i t .ary advisor group
after out of our old bunker and into tt teir i ,  and waiEed ?or
something to come in. The f irst, one t.hat. came in actuarly had
room for just t iuo adult,s and they said as many children. wel-I,
t .he only chi ldren that were there were my two plus the son of a
Vietnamese woman who was marriecl to one of t .he fel lows thal was
working with us.  He was act .ua11y wit .h the Vietnam chr ist ian
services he vras a Quaker from philadelphia, but anyway, Bil l
had married this vietnamese woman and she had this l i t t le boy,
so the consensus was that the children got out f irst and. Eirat
their mothers went with them. so she and r, and my two and her
one got on the chcpper we thought headed for pleiku. I had my
younger boy on my 1ap and t.he older boy was sitt ing on the iap
of one of the military in the group on the chopper and almost.
immediately aft.er we toolc off we were landing 

-gain. 

rL Lurned
out they needed to refuel and the only fuel was at the airport
and the airport. had about three burning t.rucks on ib and was
being shelled continuously. When we set. down there I just knew
that Lhis r, 'ras i t . .  This was the end. r just closed my eyes and
said, "WeI1 , that , s i t .  gcod -by kids , good-by everybody. " But
miraculously enough we took off again without having been hit
even though the stuf f was coming in all around us. Got down t.o
Pleiku,  and by go11y,--  we were gonna get a plane out of  pteiku
to the coast, to Nha Trang, and while we were wait ing for a
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plane in Pleiku,  darned i f  they didn' t . .star, t ,  sherr ing t .he
airport. in pleiku. we goL .ro ilha Trang t,har .nighr. aio il rr re1I
|ou -:-.  and the kids were so wound up Ehey, just..  couldn't stop.
Tltey t jusL went wild. They had. been sq,subdued al l  .day with al l
this stuf f and being closed in and ob.vi.ously -we con*oiicated our
fears to them but, they were t^hree.,dod.t ive aE, that t. ime, and
they.--we got to Nha Trang where it  wad sa.fe and some fel low was
a fr iend of somebody or oiher . in gur groqp, .w€ were up at his
apartment,  which didn' t  have an,awfu] . lot , :of  roorn,  bul  i t  d idn' t
matter.  But Ehose kids just .wouldn' ' t ,  s top; r , th ink they were
awake most of the night. Then we wenL :on:.down Eo saigon and
then it  became a guestion of trying't,o get. some documentation
f or the kids so we could get them out, oi Lhe count-ry. This was
not easy. The order boy had already:been. adopLed but on the way
down to saigon the suitcases were slolen and it  naa a1r of his
papers in them. r  d idn' t  have any other,copies in the country.
The younger boy'r  hadn' t ,  yet ,  star led to adopt.  t |d onry had i im
for a few months.  And his father had said ---his father was
sti1I r iving but. his father found it  very diff ieurL to get dovrn
to Kont.um, so to st.art accomplishing Lhe paper work was-goj_ng to
take awhile. so r thought r can at- least gaL tne paper work-on
Det when.r  get  up to pleiku.  so r  f lew up to.pleiku-t .o go Lo
the court there and get a copy of his papers.from the ad6ption,
and whiLe r was up there, r d. iscovered that the piovincial
hospital in preiku was compretely abandoned. rhlu att t .he
doctors and the nurses had left because they were afraid thaL
the f ight. ing was goi-ng to get down there even thouqh it  wasn't.
Y€t;  i t .  was kind of  c lose, but i t  wasn' t  in the coirn at .  a l l -  l ike
Kontum. Kontum was just  in the.  streets f ight . ing.  And so, r
talked to some of L.he mil iLary, and some oi our people, and what
have you, and we decided that we would try t.o brl-ng-most. of the
hospital down Lo preiku and take. over t.he province hospital. So
r l ined up a big chopper and put on i t  a l l -of  our s ickest
patient,s. Left a few behina who d.idn't,  have anything much wrong
and were well an)rway, the Mont.agnard volunLeers- who Etayed
behind and the Montagnard nuns; .The Montagnard nuns w._ere told
to stay' behind by t.heir super.ior in Kontum and take care of the
people that were left.  And then we had a number of our staff
that wolunteered Eo stay behind.and herp ouL t.here rather-- so
we divided it ,

Now were t,hese Vietnamese staf f  ?

Mont.agnard sL.af f . so they ran whaL was ref t up in KonLum, and
whatever helicopter was available, they-would Eend it  down to us
in Preiku.  we11, w€ moved the.whole hbspj . tar  and then r  a lso
TSlage$_t,o get Wier 1ega1ly adopted. WeII ,  not  1ega1ly,  but
i1Iegally adopted because r had- absolutery no papei woik on him.
r  d idn' t - ' . t rave a bir th eert i f icate;  r  had losorutely nothing.
And r Ealked to the Bishop and r told him; r don'.L-know wtrat rrm
going to be abre to do. r cert,ainly want to -get him out of the
counEry.  He says, 'wel1,  you cert ,a in ly shourd. ' r  so he goes to
t,he viet.namese Priest who was hris,delegat.e down, in pl_eiku and
says he was t,o go to court. and.terl them EbaE this chi ld was
abandoned .at birth and that he.was noro d.eeding him over Lo me- -

-tl"L_'he 
was giving him up f or adoption t,o me. 

- 
And so we got a

bir th cert i f icate,  which was totar-  baloney. -The chi ld wain ' t
even born in that area he was born" up in Kontum province-- a
l iEtle bit north of Kontum, but..ao) 

^ray,"lwe.got.rra 
bi i th
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cert i f  icate .and then' we got an adopL j-on contract and then, we got.
a decree of adopcion,:. 311 within ten days. The f ast.est adbption
on record. And in the process, well  t ,hey were in a hurry too,
so the judge. and ,the,,court. lawyer could leave Loo. And., br-rt I
5.pt saying ,thef ,C'an':t ,  : leave unt, i l  t .his is f inished. So we got
it  done. ano .r treat"ed the ,Judge's irr i table bowel syndrome dt
the same -t ime.r rhen"..r brought the kids here to the staLes, and
the divided Kontum-Pileiku thlng kept going. Event.ual1y, got so
that.  some of .  our:peopIe.would ' f1y into Konturn on the cnoppers
and pick up the orres that. were the worst. our Montagnard people
who stayed behind jusL did fabulously

J -  :  i_ l r

These are th;--, 
-o*.= 

y.ol .trained?

Yes, we11, f  shouldnl t  say - I  t ra ined i t  was more our nurses
that,  t . ra ined.- them-: , -"They're actual ly now, the ones l - ike r iL. t le
sister Gabriel who j.ust, happened. to be t.he boys aunt., buL that,s
another storyr an].way' 'she got sharp enough she worked with ine in
t.he cl inic, 'and she goL sharp enough thal she was diagnosing and.
prescr ib ing l ike 'mad..  She was taking care of  meningi t is ,  she
was Laking care of  cerebral  malar ia,  the whole nine yard.s.
Another boy that..we trained to help in surgery, was doing the
surgery. He was doing amput,aEions and Lhings. They did
exceedj-ngly werl ,Lo the. point. where rvhen the take over carne in
| 75 Lwo of cur doctors stayed behind, one American and one New
Zealander because t.hey thought they might be alrowed to work,
especial ly the New Zealander was very opt imist ic that--  New
Zealand hadn't been involved i-n i t  arr that much-- thaL he would
be al lowed to st.ay on and work. Well,  they got to work for t.en
days and then they'were t.aken and sent tc a prison caTnp in t.he
jungle and spent six mont.hs in the pri.son camp and then were
erpelled dlrectly to wenL down to saigon then Eo Bangkok and
eventually went on to..America. Came back t.o t.he united States
and the New Zearander wenL to New Zeal-and. But when we heard--
i i :  took a whi le for .ne,ws t .o reach us--  but  af ter  they'd been
sent, out they put in a 'North Vietnamese whc supposedly was a
docLor and we heard, . that-- later,  because we didn'C hav6 any
communication with anybody to begin with, buL lat,er we heard
that he would wander around with a stethoscope around his neck
and obvj-ousIy didn't know up from down. And if anybody sick
came in he'd ask the Mont.agnards what. shcurd. be done, let them
Lake care of them. .. .And then, eventually, the MonL.agnards
cont. inued to run t.he place and actuarly take care of t .he people
while this f ignrre head -was running around, t.hough they
evenEually essent. ial ly- closed it .  by prohibit ing people frorn
travel ing in - that  d i rect ion.  They simply said you can'E go
north of the town.' , .And then, the Mont.agn.ards close by, they
event.ually told Lhem you can't go there ej-ther and eventually
just  c losed i t .  And,.now I  understand, the bui ld ings are just
being used,in some sorE of administrative capacity for the
province . They'.ve done. terr ible t,hings to E.he people. They've
even got them'l iving-.. in huts on the ground l ike the VieL.narnese
do instead of their trradiE,ional houses on sti lEs. They,ve got
them wearing Vietnamese . t1pe.clothing. They've got -- they're
t,rying t.o wipe them out as a cu1t.ural entity. Some of tire
refugees we've sponsored over here, one of them made a crip back
last year, she and Jrer.husband.came over along wit.h their
chi ldren and her brother,  who was qui te young aE the t ime, ,75,
and it ,  was her mother that was very sick back in Vietnam, so a
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year ago, she and her brother went back to.v is i t .  And she ,  ' .  _:
brought back'pictures and stories of what happened. ,:  She takes
i t ,  a lot .  more cal-mIy. than;. I  do.  She didn' t  teI I :me - that .  they,
had them weaiing Vietnamese clothes and had. them building thair
huts on the ground like Vietnamese instead of like Mont,agnards
did. I t  was only when'., I  , looked aE her pictures and I saw these
things I said, . lHow' come. ' !  And she said, "Oh, they t,o1d them
they have t ,o do i t thaE walz now. ' , . . :She and her-husband are going
back together at  the end of  th is mont,h again.  So I '11 be able
to send mone). 

.and 
medicines -again, because., you know the United

States -- the U.S. customs EoEal ly prohibi ts sending anything of
value to Vietnam. Can' t  send any medicat ions,  c lothing, food,
so anyt,hing. So t.hat. 's the only way to send, j-s when Yen
went over last, year and this year I '  11 be sending thlngs wich
the fami ly when they go again.  They're al lowed Lo go pret ty
much anlplace they want Lo. .They can go up into the vj- l lages
and everything. 'One of our American nurses who worked with us
about a year over t,here went over last December and she was noL
allowed to go up into Ehe highlands at al l .  The Vietnamese
prohibi ted i t .  So she was only in Saigon and on the coast.  But
having written ahead of t ime thaE she was coming, sorne of our
Montagnard staff from the hospital who used to be at the
hospi ta l  t ,ook a bus downrto Saigon and vis i fed her there and she
hired a car and drove up the coast with them. But t.hey did.n't .
want to be seen in publ ic wi th her an1p1ace. Ei ther in Saigon
or especial ly on the coast where i t  was closer to where they
came from. They were afraid that. word woul-d get back [o Kontum
and thl t  they'd be punished for thaL

You said that originally the Grail  was going to send you there
for two years. What kept you there?

Wel l ,  in two years we were just ,  get t ing st .ar ted. I t  was the
need of the people. I  have never seen a group L.hat needed help
as bad1y as these people.  And I  haven' t  seen one since. I
think t.hey're probably some of the neediest people in lhe
world--some of the s ickest people in the wor ld.  And we were
just beginning to get. started at. t .hat point. We d.id have the
promise of money Lo build the hospital .  We'd been given t.he
land, and we were kind of  get t ing ready t .o sEart , 'and t . ry ing t .o

after two years I came back and did some fund raising Eo get.
some money to start get.t ing equipment and medicines and stuff.
And I got some direct donations and that. kind of scuff too to be
sent over. We werenrt at. al l  ready t,o'open Che hospital when we
did i t , .  I  would have stayed on indef in i te ly i f  i t  hadn' t  been
for the take over because I felt  more eind nore a real kinship
with these people. We got. more and more asked to vi l lage
celebrations to come. . 'And t.hey would put on tradit ional
Montagnard celebrations for us for New Years every year. And
t,hen they also sEarted'doing i t  for  St .  PaErick 's Day since rny
name is Pat.  We'd have a,big party at  t .he:hospi ta l  t ,haE t .hey'd
put on for us. They wove me t,heir tradit, ional costume Eo wear.
You 'know, i t  was just
these people. .- '-They were f r iends as well as co-workers and
PaLients.  : :  : .  : . '  :

Now your st,aff :was 'Montbgnard. '  
Only

have Viet ,names.e? I  - : -

. - :

. "  a '

Montagnard? ,You didn' t
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We had one Vietnamese who w-as -with us for, oh, maybe four or
f ive years. A Vietnamese gir l  who:spoke Banar, one of the
Montagnard langi"uages, guit,e 'we11 . Had been raised at the
convent. I  think.she l las an Orphan, i f  I  remember, Marie Josette
was her name. And she-had',had,' .-,-.  she hadn't had any formal
nursing training at .a11,, .but  .she. learned very easi ly and did
she spoke boch French and Banar.,and .worked very well with the
people. So she was with us :: f  of, fpur or .f  ive years .

What was the size of  your staf f? ;

The local  staf f? Oh, I  th i r :k around 30, something l ike that .
ft 's hard t,o say. It  varied a ]ot depending upon the t ime and
of course it got more and more numerous as time went by. We
were probably most numerous at Ehe l ime of the take over.
Certainly we were doctor wise because at that t ime we had
another American'doctor- :  oo two American doctors besides
myself .  An Indj-an.d.octor and a New Zealander

And these are fu l l  t ime doctors aL t .he hospi ta l?

Yeh. They were fuf l  t . ime for the hospiLal .  Before that .  t ime iL
had been usual ly just  one American -- just ,  mysel f .  When I  came
back Lo the states. I  would always get someone to cover for  me so
Lhat was ordinar i ly  somebody that was --"wel- I  '7! ,  t72--  I
d ic lnrL come back much--  i t ,  was this young ex-specj-al  forces
doctor who decided to st ,ay on for awhi le af ter  he got ouL of  Lhe
mil i tary and covered the hospital while I was gone. And Lhen,
as I  said,  over the years we began to get a lot  of  help f rom
mil i tary and also we had Lhese volunteer physic ians to Vietnam.
When they came to t l re province they essent ia l ly  came to us.
They were suppose to come to work at the provincial hospiCal but
the provincial  hospi ta l  .was a disast .er  and t .here real ly wasn' t
much they cou}d do t--here so they general ly speaking came
to work at  our hospiLal ,  even Lhough of f ic ia l ly  Lhey weren' t
suppose Lo be t.here. So we had a lot of those come f or two
months stays.  One of  them became a good fr iend. He's f rom the
Seat,t le area, Dr. Brai l . .  And in fact. t .hen would come back on
his own sometimes, rrorking without the VPVN program. He became
a member of our Kontum Hospital Fund board in Seatt le and. was a
real fr iend al l  the way around. In fact we sti1l are in cont.act.
reg'uJ-arlr* while he's l- ivi-ng in grand peninsula nc&'. PIus some
foreign nurses. One of  our big inf luxes we had, now let 's  see,
how many foreign nurses at t ,he t ime of the Tet Offensive? I
think we had Vinnie and, Marie and Renatta, Jean-- I think we had
f ive about that t ime. We had t.wo Danish nurses and Renatt.a, the
German nurse, and:two"American nurses. And Chen, of  course
Renatta was taken. .We moved into the town and could. use some
exLra help and at thaL t ime the Cat,hoLic Relief Services was
bringing in al l  Lhese -= mostly nuns from various ord.ers Eo help
out in al l  these places in Vietnam. And t,hey managed to direct
some of them up to our pIace, which was a tremendous he1p. We
had a general  nurse,.a Mary Kno1l  s ister who'd been in Korea.
And t,hen we had a surgical nurse who was a real boon for us
because she st.arted real1y Eraining our people in surgery for
the f irst t ime -- steri le t.echnigue and so forth and so on. And
then we had a lab Ceeh who sEarLed training our people in lab.
And t,his was a tremendous leap forward f or a1l of Ehese. And it
was short ly aft.er t ,haL too ChlC we sent a couple of our
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